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each module representing 200 notional hours of learning) and one 60 credit Dissertation or 

Research Project module.5 

 

16. For full-time Masters courses with an extended placement period, the course should 

normally be delivered over two academic years, with taught modules to the value to 120 credits 

being undertaken in the first year and the placement period followed by the remaining 60 credits 

being undertaken in the second year.6 

 

Module types 

17. Definitive course records and associated course documentation shall specify the modules, 

including mandatory, requisite and optional modules where appropriate, which must be taken and, 

where relevant, passed by the student in order to achieve the named award.  

a. Mandatory modules are those modules which are central to the programme of study, and 

therefore students must take and pass them in order to meet the requirements of the 

award (i.e. if they fail the module, they cannot take an alternative module to make up the 

credit deficit, and they therefore are unable to successfully complete their studies on that 

course).  

b. Requisite modules are those modules that students must take as part of their programme 

of study (for example because there is no optionality built into the programme), but it is not 

compulsory that they pass the module (i.e. if they fail the module, they may be able to take 
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24. The requirements to take/pass one or more pre- or co-requisites may, with the approval of 

the Assessment Board, be satisfied by Recognised Prior Learning, except in those circumstances 

defined by PSRBs. 

 

25. Modules may contain material which substantially overlaps with material from another 

module within the same course, in which case students will be excluded from taking both modules 

as part of their programme of study as indicated through the inclusion of excluded combinations 

within module specifications. 

 

Dissertation or Research Project module 

26. A dissertation or research project may not incorporate work previously submitted for a 

degree except where the dissertation or research project is a continuation of that work. Any 

elements that have been previously submitted for assessment (as part of the same course or for 

another award) should be acknowledged (the student may be required to produce the work 

previously submitted). In accordance with the Academic Misconduct Policy, reproducing without 

acknowledgement of one’s own previously submitted work is considered as plagiarism. A student 

must state generally in the preface to the dissertation or research project and specifically in 

references the sources from the which the material is derived and the extent to which the student 

has used the work of others including collaborators. 

 

27. Apart from quotations, the dissertation or research project must be presented in English. 

 

28. A student whose programme of study requires the submission of a dissertation shall submit 

two copies of such dissertation, securely bound, by the date prescribed by the Assessment Board 

in the prescribed format. 

 

29. Where a student fails to submit work for the Dissertation or Research Project module or 

submits work but fails to achieve an overall pass mark for the module, the module outcome will be 

recorded as a referral and the student will have the opportunity to be reassessed once only in 

those components of assessment with a mark below 50% (in accordance with paragraphs 55, 56 

and 58 below). If, after the reassessment attempt, the overall module mark is still not of pass 

standard, there is no opportunity to retake the module or to be given a third attempt unless there 

are substantiated extenuating circumstances accepted by the Assessment Board. 
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MFA Final Project module 

30. A final project may not incorporate work previously submitted for a degree except where 

the final project is a continuation of that work. Any elements that have been previously submitted 

for assessment (as part of the same course or for another award) should be acknowledged (the 

student may be required to produce the work previously submitted). In accordance with the 

Academic Misconduct Policy, reproducing without acknowledgement of one’s own previously 

submitted work is considered as plagiarism. A student must state generally in the preface to the 

submission and specifically in references the sources from which the material is derived and the 

extent to which the student has used their own work and/or the work of others including 

collaborators. 

 

31. Apart from quotations, the final project must be presented in English. 

 

32. Where a student fails to submit work for the final project module or submits work but fails 
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satisfactory completion of a period of study outside the University is in addition to the assessment 

regulations outlined in this document, any additional requirements should be subject to approval 

through the variation request process outlined in paragraph 4 above. 

 

37. For study abroad arrangements with European institutions, credit recognition is facilitated 

by th Europa
5
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52. Late submission is not possible for some types of assessment, including pass/fail 

assessments, presentations, examinations and practical assessments. This will be indicated in 

the course handbook. 

 

53. Late submission is not permitted for work that is already subject to capping at the pass 

mark (for example reassessments in accordance with paragraphs 55, 56 and 57) 

 

Non-completion of assessment (leading to referral and reassessment) 

54. 
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(when rounded to the nearest integer) of 60% with all modules (excluding pass/fail modules with 

no marks awarded and modules for which credit has been granted as a result of RPL) being 

counted, including at least 60% in the dissertation. To be so recommended for a degree with 

Distinction, the student must have achieved an average pass mark (when rounded to the nearest 

integer) of 70% with all modules (excluding pass/fail modules with no marks awarded and modules 

for which credit has been granted as a result of RPL) being counted, including at least 70% in the 

dissertation. The overall module results before rounding will be used in the classification 

calculations.24 

 

78. For the Master of Fine Arts, in addition to the requirements set out in paragraph 77 above, 

the student must also achieve at least 60% in the final project 
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of a Postgraduate Diploma or Postgraduate Certificate. A student shall be awarded the highest 

qualification to which they are entitled by their accumulated credit (see paragraph 
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87. A student who has withdrawn from a course with an exit award may re-apply to the same 

course for admission at the appropriate point in order to complete the full award, provided that 

they were not originally required by the Assessment Board to withdraw from the course for 

academic reasons including academic failure and misconduct or where the maximum period of 

registration is exceeded. A period of at least one calendar year must have elapsed since the exit 

award was conferred before re-commencing the course. Re-entry will be determined in 

accordance with current admissions requirements and the Recognition of Prior Learning Policy. 

 

88. Exit awards from courses where the intended award leads to professional registration with 

a PSRB are considered to be final awards. Students accepting exit awards from such courses 

may not re-apply to the same course. 

 

89. Exit awards from courses where the intended award leads to professional registration with 

a PSRB do not confer eligibility for registration with that PSRB, unless the named exit award has 

been specified as leading to professional registration in the validation documentation. 

 

Posthumous and Aegrotat awards 

90. In the event of a student’s death, the relevant Assessment Board may award a Master’s 

degree, postgraduate diploma or postgraduate certificate posthumously. The normal requirements 

for the award and any classification (as specified in paragraphs 76 to 81) must be met. Where the 

student has not met the normal requirements for the award, consideration may be given to an 

Aegrotat award. 

 

91. In exceptional circumstances where a student is unable to complete their programme of 

study through illness or other valid cause, an Aegrotat award may be recommended where, based 

on the student’s academic profile, the Assessment Board has enough evidence of the student's 

performance to recommend the award and is satisfied that the student would have reached the 

standard required for that award. Aegrotat awards will normally reflect the FHEQ level of study at 

which the student had achieved credit when their studies ceased. As all credit for postgraduate 

awards is at Level 7, to be awarded an Aegrotat Postgraduate Certificate, Postgraduate Diploma 

or Master’s degree, students must have achieved at least two-thirds of the credit required for that 

award. Where an Aegrotat award is made posthumously, the relevant Assessment Board may 

recommend that the student be awarded the intended award for the programme on which they 
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were enrolled where the two-thirds requirement has not been met. Aegrotat awards do not carry 

any classification or distinction.26 

 

92. In all cases, the recommendation for an Aegrotat award must be approved by the 

Academic Registrar prior to the award being agreed by the relevant Assessment Board.  

 

93. A
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ANNEXES – APPROVED VARIATIONS 

 

Variations to the Framework and Regulations for Taught Postgraduate Awards have been 

approved for the following courses, with details provided in the attached annexes: 

 

1. PgD Specialist Community Public Health Nursing (Health Visiting) 

PgD Specialist Community Public Health Nursing (School Nursing) 

PgD Specialist Practitioner – District Nursing 

 

2. MSc Advanced Clinical Practice [degree apprenticeship] 

 

3. MSc Diagnostic Radiography (Pre-registration) 

 
4. MSc Adult Nursing (Pre-registration) 
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credit has been granted as a result of RPL) being counted, including at least 70% in the 

dissertation and an overall grade of Distinction for the EPA. The overall module results 

before rounding will be used in the classification calculations. (reference paragraph 77) 

 

  





UNIVERSITY OF SUFFOLK 

 

Framework and Regulations for Taught Postgraduate Awards Page 29 of 32 
Version: 7.2 (August 2024) 
Owner: Academic Registrar 

 It is not possible for students to retake the practice placement modules or be given a third 

attempt unless there are substantiated extenuating circumstances accepted by the 

Assessment Board. (reference paragraph 57) 

 Students on the MSc Diagnostic Radiography (Pre-registration) programme who 

successfully complete 180 credits but fail the practice placement module(s) will be awarded 

an exit award of MSc Medical Imaging. Students who receive an exit award will not be 

eligible for registration with the HCPC (reference paragraph 81) 

 There will be no Aegrotat awards. (reference paragraph 91) 
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ANNEX 4 

Approved Variations for
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aspects of European Directives (2005/36/EC) and sufficient practice hours. (reference 

paragraph 33) 

 In order to qualify for the MSc Adult Nursing (Pre-registration), and be eligible for 

registration with the NMC, students must also satisfy the NMC requirements of good health 
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